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The Wholesome Goodness of Mr. B_en
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There are beans but there
are beans. Who would have thought
that soybeans could make good an
entrepreneur who does a roaring trade
selling soybean milk and is better known
by a moniker that is associated with the
diminutive bean?

Enter Mr. Kang Puay Seng or
“Mr. Bean”, who first started out selling
soybean milk a decade ago from a stall in
People’s Park Complex with his partner,
Mr. Loh Jwee Poh. Despite trading
$3,000 for the modest stall, he had nary
an idea of how to produce soybean milk,
much less run a business. A graduate
from the school of hard knocks, his thorny
road to success was straightened by his
keen sense of learning and conscientious
efforts. Today, this self-made man has a
renowned local brand and 18 chain stores
under his belt.

To stay competitive, Mr.
Kang continuously strives to achieve
breakthroughs in quality control, service
efficacy, management and business
opportunities. Tempering the capricious
nature of business-making with sound
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market research, he consistently introduces
new products to tantalize consumers’
palates.

His greatest satisfaction is none
other than witnessing the progress of his
staff. A firm believer in developing his
employees, he shares his gains with them,
which allows them to have a stake in the
company.

A principled man, Mr. Kang does
not resort to retrenchment and pay cuts even
when times are bad. At the point when most
businesses were badly hit by SARS, the morale
of his staff remained high and together they
braved the crisis. Abiding to another principle
of his, he frequently contributes to the society
by helping the less fortunate. Last May, he
provided free flow of soybean milk to Metta
Home for sale during the Sacred Buddha Tooth
Relic Exhibition and even encouraged his staff
to become volunteers. His generous act saw
Metta Home raising an impressive sum of
$44,000!

His latest business philosophy,
“Life’s simple pleasures”, is drawn from
urbanites’ hectic lifestyle. He hopes that they
can sit back and enjoy temporal bliss through
his delectable fare and cozy kiosks amidst
the hustle and bustle. Mighty yet simple, such
is the power of bean, Mr. Bean.

Translated by Yvonne Tan




